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PTO
NewsThe next PTO meeting will be Thursday,October 13th at 7 PM.  

Free childcare will be provided for school-age children.

We look forward to seeing you all there!

Past meeting minutes are available at http://wolcottpto.org/  
under “Meeting Minutes/Newsletters”.

BOE
BOARD OF 
EDUCATION 
MEETINGS

Tuesday October 4 7:00 p.m.  
Regular Meeting Legislative Chamber

Tuesday October 18 7:00 p.m.  
Regular Meeting Legislative Chamber

Events Calendar
October 2016
13 Picture Day
13  PTO Meeting, 7PM; 

school-age childcare 
provided

14  Movie Night in the 
Children’s Fores

22  Haunted Forest  
(rain date 10/29)

November 2016
7-18  Teacup Auction Ticket 

Sales
10  PTO Meeting, 7PM; 

school-age childcare 
provided

30  Poetry in Motion Week

Principal Hiring Committee
The PTO has been asked by WHPS Human Resources to put together 

a committee of approximately 10-15 parents to be a part of the 

interview process for the new principal candidates on Thursday, 

October 13th from around 4pm-7pm. The format will be a mock PTO 

meeting where parents will be allowed to ask questions of the candidates and also 

listen to their prepared presentations. Then the parents will score the candidates on 

a rubric and a finalist (or two) will advance to the final interview process at Central 

Office (they will have a separate similar task to do with a committee of Wolcott 

staff members as well). If you would like to serve on this committee, please contact 

Kathryn Deane at kmdpto@gmail.com to express our interest. Participants will be 

selected on a first come, first serve basis. Thank you!  

Volunteers Needed Haunted Forest

Do you enjoy scaring others? Well this event is 
for you!  We are in need of volunteers for a variety 
of positions for our Haunted Forest event on 
Saturday, October 22nd. 

Find detailed information and sign up here:  
www.SignUpGenius.com/
go/10C0D45AAAF2DA02-haunted2 

ANY QUESTIONS? Contact: 
Brooks Fischer: abrooksfischer@live.com 
Rob Oliver: rob_oliver@ultimatesoftware.com

Join the Wolcott Facebook Community. Just follow this link: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/65668936887/ and 
submit a request to be added to the private group. It’s a 
great way to keep up with Wolcott events & happenings.

Social Media

http://wolcottpto.org/
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School Picture Day
Picture Day is on Thursday, October 13th. Picture order 

forms should be coming home in your child’s folder this 

week. If you do not receive one, you can pick up a spare 

one in the main office. We also have forms in Spanish 

available in the main office. Please fill out the order form 

with the package of your choice and send it into school 

with payment on Picture Day. If, for any reason, you decide that you do not like the 

photos, you can send your package back in with your child on Picture Retake Day, 

which is Nov. 17th, and they will retake your child’s photo and replace your original 

package with the new photo. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Kathryn at kmdpto@gmail.com 

or Wendy at wendy429@aol.com.

Movie Night in the Wolcott Children’s Forest
Grab a blanket or lawn chair and join us for Movie Night 
in the Forest on Friday October 14th at 6:30 pm in the 

Wolcott Children’s Forest. Free for all Wolcott Families 

including free popcorn. Movie feature: It’s the Great 

Pumpkin Charlie Brown & Tom and Jerry’s Halloween Jinks.

Attention 5th Grade Parents! 
The 5th grade teachers are in need of a parent who would be willing to create a slide 

show out of the photos from their recent Colebrook trip, which will be shown to the 

5th graders at their end of the year celebration. Cindy Raynis will provide some 

guidance to the parent volunteer on how to get started. Anyone interested in helping 

can contact Kathryn at kmdpto@gmail.com. Thank you!

Membership for the 2016-2017 School 
Year is OPEN! Please join us and help 
us continue to serve our children. 
REGISTER NOW

Coffee and Conversation
Friday Oct 7th 9:30-10:30 am
Panera Bread, Bishop’s Corner

Come meet with other parents 
whose children receive services 
through the West Hartford Public 
Schools. 

Social Thinking: Thinking about 
YOU Thinking about ME
Wednesday Oct 19th 7:00 pm
Sedgwick Middle School

Information learned at the March 9, 
2016 will be presented. A discussion 
will follow that focuses on what 
Social Thinking is and how Social 
Thinking Instruction enhances / 
improves social communication & 
interactions as well as academic 
performance.

It’s time for the Fall 2016 Box Tops for Education Contest! 
Let’s see whose class will bring in the most box tops this year! 

Last year Mrs. Abels’ Kindergarten class was top collector for both 

Fall and Spring. Our goal is to collect 6,000 Box Tops which 
would earn our school $600.00.

Please send in your Box Tops into school in a plastic ziploc bag clearly marked with 

your teacher’s name, the sooner the better, so that I can get counting. Submissions 

are due no later than Thursday, October 27th. Questions? Contact Natalie Ford at 

mwcford@yahoo.com.

mailto:kmdpto@gmail.com
mailto:wendy429@aol.com
http://www.whsepto.org/membership.html
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Stop & Shop Gift Card Program

Our Stop & Shop Gift Card Program is the primary way that the  
PTO raises funds for our school.

Here are 4 reasons why you should sign up today to start participating in this 
program:

It doesn’t cost you anything extra!!!
You can buy Stop & Shop gift cards from the PTO and then use them for your regular Stop & Shop purchases. 
If you buy a $100 card from the PTO, then you will then be able to buy $100 worth of groceries or gas at Stop & 
Shop. How does the PTO make money off of that? Well, Stop & Shop automatically gives Wolcott 5% back on the 
gift card that you buy. It is that simple and it costs you nothing!!

It is super easy!!!
Every two weeks, you will receive a Stop & Shop gift card in your designated amount in a pre addressed, stamped 
envelope. Your child’s classroom teacher will send this envelope home with your child in his/her folder. After 
removing the Stop & Shop card, just place a check for the same amount as the card into the pre-addressed 
envelope, seal it up, and drop it in your mailbox. You can also change your designated card amount at any time, if 
you find that you are spending more or less than you originally thought you would.

You don’t have to help your child sell stuff!!!
The Stop & Shop program is our primary PTO fundraiser at Wolcott. We will never ask you or your child to sell 
wrapping paper, cookie dough, or anything else to support our school.

It raises THOUSANDS of dollars for our school!!!
Perhaps the most important reason to participate is that the Stop & Shop gift card program raises a huge 
amount of money for our school. That money goes to support the Wolcott students and teachers in a number of 
ways. The money we raise with this program supports that purchase of technology & classroom supplies, teacher 
appreciation events/gifts, scholarships to allow children in need at our school to particpate in events, fun school 
events like movie night, Haunted Forest, Game Night, School Fair, and so much more. Without parents to support 
these programs, our PTO would be unable to do all of these things for the Wolcott Community, so it is really 
important that we all do our best to support this fundraiser, if possible.

To ask questions, sign up, or to increase your current Stop & Shop card amount, please contact Ellen Dollar  
5dollars@comcast.net today. Thank you for your support!!

PTO Rewards Program

#1

#2

#3

#4

http://5dollars@comcast.net


October 2016Visit us online: www.wolcottpto.wordpress.com/

Wolcott PTO- Volunteer Spotlight 
Congratulations to our Volunteer of the Month, Natalie Ford!!	   

 
How long have you been a Wolcott parent? What grade is your child(ren) in? 
I have been a Wolcott parent for 5 years. My daughters, Mattingly (Mattie) and Melinda, are in 4th & 2nd Grade.  
 
Favorite Wolcott event during the year? 
There are a lot of great events that our school puts together.  I really do enjoy the Run-A-Muck. There is a lot of 
work to do and you work with so many people.  This is a great fundraiser for our school and the kids all have 
such a great time getting muddy. 
  
What motivates you to volunteer?  
I remember when I was younger, my parents helped out with my elementary school.  Now that I have my girls, I 
feel like volunteering is a way for me to give back to the school.  My girls spend a lot of time here and I feel it is 
important to help out when I can. Volunteering is also a great way to connect with our school.  I know my girls 
see me helping out and it makes them want to help too.  Wolcott is such a great place and we have a great 
community.  I have met many great people through volunteering and there are a lot of ways to help out.  Any 
time you can give, is appreciated.  
  
What other events or activities have you helped out with in the past? What types of things do you do at 
these events? 
Box Tops Coordinator –The hardest part is counting all 
those box tops.  Luckily, this has become a family affair 
and my girls and husband, Jack, help count and bundle 
them for shipment.  
Back to School Packets Coordinator – This year was my 
first time coordinating and we had 5 of us putting 
together packages.  I know the office staff was really 
appreciative of the help.  
Room Parent- I do it for both of my children’s classes.  
Haunted Forest – In the past I have helped out with 
ticket sales.  Last year was the first year we did a 
scene.  It was so much fun that we are going to do 
another one this year. 
School Fair, Tea Cup Auction, & Family Game Night- I 
help out with ticket sales, refreshments, stations, etc.  
     
How do you fit in volunteering with your otherwise busy schedule?  
It takes some planning. I work full-time as a secretary at CCSU, The Learning Center. 
My girls are taking dance classes and then there is my Melt/gym time.  If I know there is a meeting, then I make 
adjustments to the schedule.  Sometimes, it's a challenge.  Last year we had something every night of the week.  I 
was still able to make it to the PTO meetings because having childcare provided for my girls, made it easier to 
attend the meetings.  The one thing that I love is that the past two years, the PTO has put out a calendar of 
events in the beginning of the year.  I have those important dates all in our calendar and if we are attending an 
event, like Family Game Night, then I volunteer for an hour and then I spend the rest of the time with my 
family.     
 
Any additional comments you'd like to share are welcome. 
Our Fall Box Tops collection will be starting this October. Each Box Top is $0.10 and last year we earned over 
$1,400.00 for Wolcott!  For parents who collect them, if you can be sure to write your child’s classroom teacher’s 
name on the bag, then the classes have a shot at winning the competition for most box tops collected.  


